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ABSTRACT: I came to know about a practice that, i.e., the method of Devadasis, prevails widely in some states of 

India. In the ritual, a teenage girl is married to a temple god and is sexually assaulted at their leisure by priests and 

other clients. It is possible to generalize the practice as' Child Trafficking.' The practice is pervasive and has 

infected India's vast population. The practice is carried out as a family occupation in many parts of tribal India by 

different communities. In Mumbai, Kolkata and Delhi, there are big prostitution centres. Boys are stigmatized by 

evil in the same manner. The causes for the activity are uneven allocation of power and resources and other socio-

economic factors, such as poverty and unemployment. Sex workers are raped, brothels are searched, sex workers 

are left unheeded along with their small children, in the name of the constitution, refusing citizenship to those 

individuals. They are not entitled to live their lives with dignity. Moreover, India does not have an appropriate 

judicial framework and public capital at its current stage to rehabilitate such a vast population. It's important to 

decriminalize prostitution. Slow regulation and management of hygiene, sanitation and the development of people's 

socio-economic conditions should be handled by the government at present. In the long run, this would undoubtedly 

lead to the gradual and peaceful eradication of evil from the country. 
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INTRODUCTION 

When browsing on facebook, I came across a video that was about 'devadasi'. Earlier, I read about 

it, but didn't know anything about it, so it inspired me to go through it. The video revealed our 

society's grave portrayal of how women and children are seen and seen as an asset. I come to 

realize that it was child trafficking by further conducting my research and viewing it from a larger 

viewpoint. The United Nations describes child trafficking as "the act of engaging or offering a 

child's service to perform sexual acts with that person or any other person for money or other 

consideration." Devadasis are the minor girls who are committed to being married in a Hindu ritual 

to a god and are then compelled to supply the priest or the other clients with sexual favors. It is 

believed that they are forbidden to marry any other human while they are married to a god, but 

they are not forbidden to have sexual intercourse and to bear children. Devadasis was actually 

openly auctioned off for sexual services, and even now, but in secret, it was done. Fifty per cent 

of all prostitutes in the state of Maharashtra were initiated into the trade as devadasis, according to 

a report by the United Nations Committee on the Rights of the Child. Understandably, because of 

their religious identity, devadasis are comparatively protected against clients and police in 
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commercial prostitution. As a result, brothel keepers tend to procure devadasis for their girls to 

shield themselves from the law enforcement authorities [1]. 

MENACE OF CHILD PROSTITUTION 

In India almost 1.2 million sex laborers are beneath the age of 18 with around 40 underage young 

ladies being constrained into prostitution on a day by day basis. The Tribal people group of Bedia 

in Bharatpur invests heavily in their privately-run company of prostitution who, generally, were 

performers. Minor young ladies remain along the side of the road with their dads or siblings who 

fix 'cost' for them. In areas, for example, Wadia in Gujarat, Natpurwa in Uttar Pradesh, and the 

Bachara clan in Madhya Pradesh, Kanjars, Nuts in Khakranagla are a portion of the spots and clans 

where this training is broad. An expected 6 to 10 thousand kids from Nepal and Bangladesh were 

dealt with the country yearly for business sexual abuse. These kids are brought to significant 

prostitution habitats of Mumbai, Kolkata, and New Delhi. Sexual misuse of young men is likewise 

normal. It has been found on an examination that in three of India's significant journey habitats 

Puri, Tirupati and Guruvayoor in southern Andhra, male kids are into prostitution at Hindu 

sanctuary destinations. In Tirupati, an overview of young men matured between 6 to 18 years 

delighted that sexual maltreatment of young men is widespread because of interest from 

homegrown sightseers. Tension on young men to acquire living was refered to as the explanation. 

'Relatives saw less danger when male kids are engaged with selling sex when contrasted with 

young ladies, as the social disgrace is less and the dread of pregnancy doesn't exist,' the report said 

[2].  

The training adds to the spread of infections, for example, (AIDS), undesirable pregnancy, mental 

disease, and so on Segments 5 and 8 of the Immoral Traffic Prevention Act, 1953 and segments 

373 and 374 of the Indian Penal Code, 1860. The legitimate status of prostitution is essentially 

suggested by segments 5 and 8 of the Immoral Traffic Prevention Act, 1953 and segments 373 and 

374 of the Indian Penal Code, 1860. The activity should unquestionably be taken out. All things 

considered, just by as yet taking a gander at the opposite side of the coin. Despite the fact that India 

has sanctioned a progression of worldwide common liberties instruments yet the devadasi 

framework keeps on excess a restricted strict issue, so the arrangements under the shows don't 

explicitly manage the issue. Notwithstanding the homegrown clients of India's sex industry, 

unfamiliar clients prod massage parlor managers to proceed with their business through devadasi 

framework so they can without much of a stretch purchase adolescent virgin young ladies. 

Everything except 4 states-Maharashtra, Madhya Pradesh, Gujarat and Goa-were found to have 

their youngster young men more powerless against a sexual maltreatment than the kid young 

ladies. In Delhi, an amazing number-65.6% of young men were accounted for to have been 

explicitly abused. An investigation discovered that the youngsters between the age gatherings of 

11-18 are most in danger of being explicitly abused, in spite of the fact that the kids between 6-10 

have likewise been accounted for critical instances of attack. Examined by the age gathering, as 

established by the investigation, the rape was found as: ". 64 percent kid respondents in the age 
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gathering of 15-18 years. 43 percent in the age gathering of 13-14 years and 42.06 percent in the 

age gathering of 5-12 years [3].  

In 2007, Union Ministry of Child and Women delivered an insightful yet frightening investigation 

on Child Abuse and kid prostitution in India. In excess of 12,000 youngsters were surveyed to 

show up at the exact image of sexual maltreatment or prostitution of kids in India. 53% of the kids 

guarantee that they have encountered a few or the other kind of sexual maltreatment. In excess of 

a fifth were accounted for to have confronted "extreme sexual maltreatment" that incorporates 

caressing grown-up's reproductive organs, being compelled to be captured bare, and so on Over 

portion of those revealing extreme sexual maltreatment were young men, the examination 

announced [4].  

"Prostitution isn't inescapable, it is just about inconsistent conveyance of force," said 

Author/Activist Gloria Steinem, while discussing "Women's activist ways to deal with fighting sex 

dealing and prostitution". Talking about the circumstance in India, the originator President of Apne 

Aap-An association managing prostitution, Ruchira Gupta, said that the familial Socio-Economic 

elements contribute an incredible arrangement towards the abuse, dealing and prostitution of kids 

and ladies in India. . "90% of dealing with India is inward, and those from India's most impeded 

social financial layers including the least positions are especially helpless against constrained or 

reinforced work and sex dealing," she said. Outrageous neediness, absence of Free State funded 

schooling and nonappearance of work openings have constrained young ladies into the sanctuary 

prostitution under the name of the custom. One devadasi young lady related, "My folks didn't have 

a male youngster, so there was no one to make money in the family. Rather they transformed me 

into a prostitute. I don't recollect when I began on the grounds that I was so youthful. My folks 

believed that in any event they will get some cash from me". Another devadasi young lady affirmed 

that when she was thirteen, her virginity was unloaded by her folks to the most noteworthy bidder 

[5].  

Results  

The most wrecking and destructive danger that explicitly abused kids face overall is the openness 

to AIDS infection (AIDS). Youthful female whores are viewed as the essential transporter of the 

AIDS infection and as such are generally answerable for its spread all through India. Subsequently, 

they lean toward youngster whores accepting the danger of disease to be lower. Pregnancy is 

likewise normal among youthful female whores, as there is creating inconveniences in giving 

births. Youngster whores and other explicitly misused kids are likewise defenseless to various 

mental impacts, for example, serious wretchedness, low confidence, post-horrendous pressure 

issue, and endeavored self-destruction. A few youngsters run away and some are placed in 

compensation homes where even they become subject to liquor and medications. Neediness is the 

primary factor, which is driving guardians to send their girls into this territory for work. "In any 

event, when young ladies are safeguarded, families are reluctant to take them back," says police 

source. "This has become a typical story in a country region" [6]. 
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Legal or Illegal? [7] 

The Unethical Traffic (Prevention) Act, 1953 and certain parts of the Indian Penal Code are main 

laws dealing with trafficking/child prostitution in India (IPC). Immoral Traffic (Prevention) Act 

Section 5 states that 

(a)  Any person who, with or without [his] permission, procures or tries to procure a [person] 

for the purpose of sexual exploitation, with or without [his] consent; or a [person] for the 

purposes of commercial sexual exploitation, with or without [his] consent; 

(b)  Induces a [person] to leave any place, with the expectation that [he] will become a prisoner 

of, or visit, a brothel for the purposes of commercial sexual exploitation; or [person] to 

leave any place, with the intention that [he] will go for the purpose of prostitution 

(c) Takes or threatens to take a [person] from one location to another, or allows a [person] to 

be taken from one place to another for the purpose of [his] sexual exploitation; or is brought 

up for prostitution; 

(d) Encourages or stimulates [a person] to engage in prostitution, [a person] to engage in 

prostitution, shall be prosecuted on indictment with a term of imprisonment of not less than 

three years and not more than seven years and also with a fine of up to two thousand rupees, 

and if any crime under this paragraph is performed against the will of any person, the 

penalty of imprisonment shall be punishable by law of not less than three years but not 

more than seven years. 

Provided that if the person who perpetrated an offense under this subsection is the person with 

which, 

i. As a boy, the penalty provided for in this sub-section shall be expanded to a strict term of 

imprisonment of not less than seven years, but may extend to life; and 

ii. In the case of a minor, the sentence provided for under this paragraph shall be applied to a 

strict period of incarceration of not less than seven years and not more than 14 years; 

Art. 372 and 373 of Indian Penal Code likewise, managing prostitution , state that: "Selling minor 

for motivations behind prostitution, and so forth—Whoever offers, lets to recruit, or in any case 

discards any [person younger than eighteen years with aim that such individual will at whatever 

stage in life be utilized or utilized with the end goal of prostitution or illegal intercourse with any 

individual or for any unlawful and corrupt reason, or realizing that it will generally be likely that 

such individual will at whatever stage in life be utilized or utilized for any such reason, will be 

rebuffed with detainment of one or the other depiction for a term which may stretch out to ten 

years, and will be at risk to fine." Purchasing minor for reasons for prostitution, and so on—

Whoever purchases, enlists or in any case acquires ownership of any person younger than eighteen 

years with plan that such individual will at whatever stage in life be utilized or utilized with the 

end goal of prostitution or illegal intercourse with any individual or for any unlawful and shameless 

reason, of realizing that it generally will be likely that such individual will at whatever stage in life 
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be] utilized or utilized for any reason, will be rebuffed with detainment of one or the other portrayal 

for a term which may reach out to ten years, and will likewise be obligated to fine"[8].  

 

Would it be advisable for it to BE LEGALIZED?  

For one, India just doesn't have either the lawful instruments or police foundation to manage the 

wrongdoings against youngsters. As of late, two of the Punjab and Haryana High Court makes a 

decision about said that they plan to deliver rules with respect to indictment in youngster misuse 

cases. However, appropriate legitimate instruments are needed for such strides to yield results. In 

1974, National Policy for Children pronounced youngsters as "Incomparable National Asset". No 

country where a big part of the youngsters report sexual maltreatment can guarantee that with 

genuineness. Our quiet and inaction towards the pedophiles in our homes just as in whorehouses 

makes us complicit in the wrongdoings executed against our youngsters. With no sort of 

uncertainty, each activity coordinated against prostitution needs to zero in on completion the 

malevolence. As per an association "Apne Aap", the dealers purchase kids from their folks at little 

costs and offer them to another, where they are exposed to rehashed assaults. In the event that the 

spots are attacked by police and youngsters got back to their folks, they are sold again to a similar 

representative. An examination by the association reports that over 30% of the undermined people 

in India are underneath the age gathering of. The significant assessment that gets the job done right 

now in the majority of the entire nation is to condemn prostitution. It is accepted that with the 

developing interest for sex, the numbers under the cover of prostitution will just increment [9].  

 

Arising out of THE SHADOWS: THE UGLY SIDE OF THE COIN  

"We are ladies first, and sex laborers exclusively after that. We need you to perceive sex function 

as work. Rather than review us through the viewpoint of social ethical quality, we wish you would 

see us forwhat we are. Large numbers of us are single ladies, supporting our youngsters and old 

guardians. We are casual, unprotected laborers. For what reason should you and the police treat us 

as lawbreakers?" Sex laborers, representing an expected 3,000,000 labor force, are rising up out 

of the shadows from across the India. Sex specialist delegates from Chennai, Delhi and Kolkata, 

empowered with a recently discovered however hard-won certainty, and are vilified as they battle 

savagery, criminalization and persistent citizenship disavowals that everyday practice up their 

lives now. Their greatest grievance is against the Immoral Traffick Prevention Act,1956, that 

doesn't condemns prostitution essentially , however a legal advisor's aggregate working concerning 

criminalization of sex work guarantee that the demonstration ' true condemns the sex function as 

it precludes requesting, whorehouses and road work and this has viably 'forestalled sex laborers 

and even their family members and partners of lawful insurance and fundamental nobilities of life 

' [10].  

 

It is asserted that a firm law is important to kill youngster dealing and prostitution yet what is 

required is explicit strong laws that annihilate the abhorrent and not the wide resolutions that deny 

the ladies, kids or their relatives even the option to carry on with their lives with respect. 

Additionally, the ladies included intentionally are being attacked and bugged for the sake of law. 
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The demonstration denies houses of ill-repute, and any premises shared by the sex laborers 

including their occupants. Regularly, they are tossed out by the police alongside their kids from 

the lone rooftop that they have for the sake of shutting down houses of ill-repute. The 

demonstration condemns them, their kids (when they turn 18) and the grown-ups whom they 

uphold. The sex laborers are generally whipped by the part 8 of Immoral Traffic Prevention Act, 

which condemns requesting, drawing consideration of clients from noticeable, obvious site, either 

on a road or in a private dwelling. As the attorney's aggregate cases " The criminalization of 

requesting is the most evident lawful issue looked by the sex laborers, as the demonstration doesn't 

unmistakably characterizes what comprises the term 'requesting' and sex laborers are regularly 

captured in any event, when they are not requesting as the police wrongly decipher the term. The 

police are outfitted with wide and abnormal forces to look and attack a home which is dicey of 

being a whorehouse. Judges can arrange capture, removal of the laborers and send them to 

restoration homes which are frequently low-resourced, undignified and vicious spaces. Besides, 

many sex laborers guarantee that they experience issues in getting their youngsters affirmations in 

schools as the confirmation structures request the guardians name and calling and they would no 

like to unveil their calling to the school for shielding their kids from its disgrace. 

CONCLUSION 

Prostitution is obviously a demeaning and infectious practice and past encounters and effects have 

proven that it is not straightforward to live with it. Prostitution remains the oldest occupation, 

though it can sound a little uncomfortable, and has persisted even despite uncountable attempts to 

eradicate it. The fact that numerous coercive attempts to fully eliminate it have survived suggests 

that restricting the procedure exclusively in its present form might not be a feasible solution to the 

problem. Of necessity, the ways to deal with the situation remain to be pondered. 
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